Basic Guidelines for
Heating Vivaria

Reptiles are Ectotherms, that
is they heat themselves and
regulate their body tempera-
ture by means of the environ-
ment. They move in and out
of hot and cool areas to main-
tain their preferred tempera-
ture. It is therefore important
that the vivarium has a suita-
ble temperature gradient for
the reptiles to behave naturally.
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Alternative uses of
the Moon Switch,
either alone or in

combination

...Using the Moon Switch

The Moon Switch will switch
amains power line on and off
depending on the light level.
When it is light the power
will be off and when itis
dark the power will be on.
The difference between the
on and off levels has been
adjusted so that the unit does
not flicker at the triggering
point nor will it switch on
and off due to minor varia-
tions in brightness.

Essentially the unit detects
day and night and can there-
fore switch things on that are
required during the night.
The range of items that can

The heater should be placed
at one end of the vivarium in
a condition that does not heat
the whole of the enclosure. In
this way the temperature will
vary between the hot area near
the heater and the cooler areas
at ambient temperature. For
even greater sophistication,
temperatures can be varied
with time so that natural
warm days and cooler nights
are experienced. In the past,
time switches have been used

to switch heaters and lights on
and off.

The problem with this arrange-
ment was that the subtle changes
that occurred with the seasons
were not duplicated. Unfortu-
nately it was found that these
seasonal changes were the very
things that controlled important
functions like reproduction.

Clearly what was needed was a
light switch that was triggered

A heat mat may
be used as an
alternative night
time heater. For
added safety
control it with a

Heat mat

Mat-Stat

to mimic the rising and setting
of the sun.

The HabiStat Moon Switch
does just that. Along with
other Habi Stat products,
there is little to match the
superb environmental control
this systems offer. Indeed,
even laboratory set ups cost-
ing many times the price, fail
to offer the precision and
value the Habi Stat system
delivers.
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Ceramic Heater

Ceramic heaters are suitable
non light emitting night time
heaters. Use a Pulse
Proportional Thermostat for
precise control and to protect
the animals being heated.
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Moon Light

capture their prey.

Fluorescent lamps

Special lamps to simulate
moonlight are available. These
| can be switched on at night to
allow predators to see and
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Red Night
Basking Spot

Red spot lamps can be used at
nightto lessen the disturbance
[ associated with white light. For
absolute safety control the
temperature with a Dimming
thermostat.

Lamp

be switched is only limited
by a maximum load of 600
wattsand theimaginetion.

Most uses will include
switching on heaters that
are only required during the
night. On of the major
advantages of the Moon
Switch is that the natural
day/night cycle is duplicat-
ed including the seasonal
variations of long day
length summers and short
day length winters.

Reptiles that are active at
night are just as dependent
upon external heat sources
as their day active relatives.
The major difference being

they are often able to cope
with temperatures that are a
little lower. The Moon
Switch will switch on these
secondary heaters While the
companion Sun Switch will
switch off the higher but
still necessary day time
heaters and brighter lights.

The Moon Switch can be
used to switch on special
lights that are designed for
use at night. Red, Basking
Spot Lamps are an example.
Here red light is used to create
a hot spot without the distrac-
tions white light would pose
for night active creatures.
The specia fluorescent lamps
designed to stimulate moon

Hot Rock

Hot Rocks are suitable
alternative night time heaters.
Use them in combination with
Mat-Stats for absolute safety.

light are another example.

Many night active creatures
need to see their prey and
cannot hunt in complete
darkness. Ordinary lights are,
however, too bright and are
avoided. The subdued light is
just right to alow night
active predators to spot their
prey but not so bright that
their natural photoperiod is
confused. This means essential
synchronisation involving the
photoperiod are |eft intact, so
the animal behaves and
breeds normally.

The Moon Switch is another
innovation from HabiStat helping
the advancament of reptile kegaing.
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Both
leads are
supplied at a
useful length.
This alows for
themaximum
flexibility. Asthe
leads must not be
cut, they can betidied
with cable ties and
thiswill accommodate
any extrawire. The
long wires mean
virtually any cage can
enjoy the benefits of
Habi Stat control.
Thisbringsun-
paralleled choice,
convenienceand

ety
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Electronic, light activated switch for mains sq,ur)m—*nr.
Switches up to 600 watts on when the light levels fall
and off again when the light returns.
¢ Used in sophisticated management of
environmental heating and lighting.
[l ——— « Light Sensor.
a Light Sensor - * RedLED power indicator.
* Yellow LED lightswhen the
H abl@faf Moon Switchis ON.
o A fully specified Heater, heater
HabiStat instrument &thermostat, lights or
Night Time any other equipment that
that meets all current is to be switched on at night
standards. and off again during the day.
* Aneéelectronic i~ N\
switchthatturns | (@ MMINEEarth @
thepoweroff ELELTF!ON\L
when exposed to .
light and onin " o
_ the dark. R & 2
i : * 600 watts at o
Mo_on SWltC 230V, 50 Hz AC ax soo
Day: Off /' Night: On - Fitted Mains Plug HabiBtat
Mains In Mains Out and OUtpUt SOCket TEMPERATURE THERMOSTAT
- J for ease of use.

MAINS HEATER SENSOR
v v v
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The three pin
socket isthe
power output

Thefitted
threepinplugisfor connectiontothe
domesticmains. Itissuppliedwitha3
ampfusewhichmust bereplacedwith
oneof thesamevalueif it blows.
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[ Guarantee ]

Thank you for buying this HabiStat electronic thermostat. Used in accordance with these instructions this unit will give many years

from the switch.
Plug in whatever
equipment isto
be switched on
and off but do not
exceed the 600
watt limit.
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service. There are no user serviceable parts in this unit, so please do not open it. Any tampering, including cutting any wire, will
render the guarantee void. This thermostat is guaranteed for five years from the date of purchase against faulty parts and workman-
ship. In the unlikely event of failure, return it to Living Earth Electronics and ensure areceipt or proof of purchase and details of the
fault are included. We will aim to return the repaired or replaced unit in the post within one working day. If returned within one year of
purchase there will be no charge but after that time a small administration and postage fee of five pounds (£5.00) will be levied. Please
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send a Postal Order or Credit Card details in favour of Euro Rep Ltd. to cover this. No liability is accepted other than for the repair or
replacement of a faulty product. Statutory rights are not affected.
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